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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1, 10, and 17-19 as shown below, in which deletions are indicated by 
strikethrough and/or double brackets, and additions are indicated by underscoring. Please add new 
claims 20 and 21 . This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Claim 1 (currently amended). A roar grip apparatus for 

Jn a personal watercra ft of the type h aving a deck and a seat on the 
deck, the improvement comprising a said rear grip apparatus provided f&£ 
placemen t on the watercraft b ehind the seat and for being grasped by a 
passenger, said rear grip apparatus comprising: 

a body member comprising a substantially U-shaped rail portion extending from an area 
proximate a left rear portion of the seat to an area proximate a right rear portion thereof, said body 
member having a U-shaped or an H-shaped cross section and comprising a sculpted recessed 
portion with an opening formed therein which feces upwardly; and 

a grip face member separate from said body membe r, said grip face member opcrativelv 
attached to Sm4 frQPV member an4 for placement covering said sculpted recess thereof. 

Claim 2 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said grip face member fits 
nestingly into the opening of said sculpted recessed portion. 

Claim 3 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said grip face member is a 
product of an injection molding process. 
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Claim 4 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said grip face member has slip- 
resistanl textured irregularities formed on at least a portion thereof. 

Claim 5 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1, wherein said grip face member 
comprises a center section and two integrally formed reinforcing ribs extending downwardly at 
opposite side edges of said center section. 

Claim 6 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said sculpted recessed portion of 
said body member has a tapered cross-sectional shape. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1, wherein said body 
member further comprises a generally U shap e d rail portion which inoludoo the sculpted roooss e d 
portion - theroinrand a bridge portion connecting opposed legs of the rail portion and extending 
substantially horizontally therebetween to define a generally A-shapcd member. 

Claim 8 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said grip face member has a 
plurality of substantially tubular integral bosses on the underside thereof to receive fasteners 
therein. 

Claim 9 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said grip face member has a 
plurality of holes formed therein to facilitate attachment to the body member. 



6 

PAGE 1121 1 RCVD AT lltt/2004 12:57:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * 0NIS:3729306 * CS1D:2483W1096 1 DURATION (mm-ss}:0646 



11/04/2004 THU 13:03 FAX 2483441096 uspto 



©008/027 



Claim 10 (currently amended). A rear grip apparatus for 

In a personal watercra ft of the type h aving a deck and a seat on the deck, the improvement 
comprising a sai4 rear grip apparatus provided for plaoomon t on the watercraft b ehind the seat a»4 
for being grasped by a passenger, said rear grip apparatus comprising: 

a body member comprising a substantially U-shaped rail portion extending from an area 
proximate a left rear portion of the seat to an area proximate a right Tear portion thereof, said rail 
portion comprising a sculpted recessed portion with an opening formed therein which faces 
upwardly; and 

a grip face member separate from said body membe r, said grip-face member operativelv 
attached to said body member and for placement covering said sculpted recess thereof; 

wherein said grip face member is a product of an injection molding process, and has slip- 
resistant textured irregularities formed on at least a portion thereof. 

Claim 1 1 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 10, wherein said grip face member 
comprises a center section and two integrally formed reinforcing ribs extending downwardly at 
opposite side edges of said center section. 

Claim 12 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein said sculpted recessed portion 
of said body member has a tapered cross-sectional shape. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended). The rear grip apparatus of claim 10, wherein said body 
member further comprises a g e nerally U shap e d ■ rail - poftion - w r hich inolud o s tho soulptod roooGood 
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portion thoroin, and a bridge portion connecting opposed legs of the rail portion and extending 

substantially horizontally therebetween to define a generally A-shaped member. 

Claim 14 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 10, wherein said grip face member has a 



Claim 15 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 10, wherein said grip race member has a 
plurality of holes formed therein to facilitate attachment to the body member. 

Claim 16 (original). The rear grip apparatus of claim 10, wherein said grip face member fits 
nestingly into the opening of said sculpted recessed portion. 

Claim 17 (currently amended). A roar grip apparatus for In. a personal watercraf t of the type 
having a deck and a seat on the deck, the improvement comprising a eaid rear grip apparatus 
provided for plac e m e nt on the watercraft b ehind the seat and for being grasped by a passenger, 
said rear grip apparatus comprising: 

a body member comprising a sculpted recessed portion with an opening formed therein 
which faces upwardly; and 

a grip face member separate from said body member for placement covering said sculpted 
recess thereof; 

wherein said grip face member fits nestingly into the opening of said sculpted recessed 
portion; 




plurality of substantially tubular integral bosses on the underside thereof, to receive fasteners 



therein. 
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wherein said body member comprises a generally U-shaped rail portion extending from an 
area proximate a left rear portion of the seat to an area proximate a right rear portion thereof, 
wfeaeh wherein said rail portion includes the sculpted recessed portion therein, and a bridge portion 
connecting opposed legs of the rail portion to define a generally A-shaped member; 

and wherein said grip face member is a product of an injection molding process, and has 
slip-resistant textured irregularities formed on at least a portion thereof 

Claim 18 (currently amended). The rear grip apparatus of claim 40 17, wherein said grip 
race member comprises a center section and two integrally formed reinforcing ribs extending 
downwardly at opposite side edges of said center section. 

Claim 1 9 (currently amended). The rear grip apparatus of claim 4G 17, wherein said sculpted 
recessed portion of said body member has a tapered cross-sectional shape. 

Claim 20. (new). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1, wherein the grip face member extends 
about a rear portion of the seat, adjacent to a side edge thereof. 

Claim 21. (new). The rear grip apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein the grip face member extends 
about a rear portion of the seat, adj acent to a side edge thereof. 
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